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March 23, 1998

VIA HAND DELIVERY
Maga1ie Salas, Esq., Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: MM Docket No. 97-229
RM - 9100
Warrenton, North Carolina,
LaCrosse, Virginia, and
Powhatan. Virginia "

Dear Madame:

Enclosed for filing are an original and four copies of reply comments responding to a
counterproposal submitted in the above-referenced rulemaking. Public notice of the
counterproposal was given on March 6, 1998. (See Report No. 2259-Corrected.) These reply
comments are therefore timely filed within fifteen days thereof.

If there are any questions, please contact the undersigned counsel.

R?fec~UllYSUbmi:ted,

~/(.J~
Howard M. Weiss

HMW:ljs
Enclosures
cc: John Pelkey, Esq. (w/enc.)
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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICAnONS

COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554

In The Matter Of )
)

Amendment of Section 73 .202(b) )
Table of Allotments, )
FM Broadcast Stations )
Warrenton, North Carolina, )
LaCrosse, Virginia, and Powhatan, )
Virginia )

To: Chief, Allocations Branch
Policy and Rules Division
Mass Media Bureau

MM Docket No.
97-229

RM - 9100

REPLY COMMENTS TO COUNTERPRO­
POSAL OF MAINQUAD, INC.

Sinclair Telecable, Inc. ("STI"), by its counsel, hereby submits its reply comments to the

Counterproposal submitted by Mainquad, Inc. ("Petitioner") on December 29, 1997. STI

opposes adoption ofthe Counterproposal, which is a thinly-disguised manipulation of the

Commission's Section 307(b) policies in an attempt to move a rural station into the well-served

Richmond market. Because the proposed community switch would therefore not result in a

preferential arrangement of allotments as required by Section 1.420(i) of the rules, it should be

rejected. In support hereof, STI states as follows:



1. Back~round

1. Petitioner launched this proceeding with a petition for rulemaking filed on May

15, 1997. It proposed to relocate Channel 297C2 from Warrenton, North Carolina, to LaCrosse,

Virginia. Petitioner, the permittee of unbuilt WXNC(FM), authorized to operate on the channel,

stated that LaCrosse had 549 persons, but no local radio service. Therefore, LaCrosse was

allegedly in greater need of the facility than Mainquad's city of license which had local AM

service from WARR. 1 While Warrenton's population of 949 nearly doubled that of LaCrosse,

Mainquad urged that the proposed modification of the Table was consistent with 1.420(i) of the

rules because "[t]he requested change in community of license is not a migration from a rural

community to an urban area...." (Technical Statement at 1.) WXNC would continue to provide

1.0mv/m service to Warrenton. Mainquad pledged promptly to file an application for Channel

297C2 at LaCrosse and to construct it. (Petition at 2.)2

2. Subsequently, the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on

November 7, 1997. (DA 97-2317.) The Commission noted that the proposed reallotment would

not result in penetration of any Urbanized area. While it would result in a net loss area, the

I Petitioner failed to note that WARR is a day-time only station, providing no full-time
service to the community.

2 In December 1997, Mainquad made a similar pledge as to WXNC's facilities in
Warrenton. It filed a request for extension of its permit and an application for modification of
facilities, asserting that it had been unable to enter into a lease with the owner of its authorized
site. In the extension request (at Ex. 2), Mainquad stated that it "also took steps to determine
whether the facility could be positioned to better serve Section 307 of the Act." After citing to
its May petition, Mainquad pledged to file comments in the rulemaking on the comment date.
No mention of the Counterproposal to Powhatan was made. (See Exhibit I hereto, a copy of the
extension request.)
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Commission reasoned that the loss area was acceptable because there would be no white or gray

area, and WXNC was unbuilt in any event. Accordingly, the Commission proposed adoption of

the LaCrosse community switch.

3. However, Mainquad then filed a Counterproposal to its own proposal on the

comment date. Now Petitioner proposed moving 297C2 to Powhatan, Virginia, just outside the

Richmond Urbanized Area and twenty miles from Richmond. The ostensible trigger for this

revised move was the finality of the Commission's decision in Powhatan and Goochland,

Virginia, 12 FCC Rcd 3191 (1997). Therein, the Commission found that Goochland, a

community of some 1300 persons, of which 700 were residents at a state prison, deserved

Channel 263A over Powhatan. While the Commission reluctantly concluded that Powhatan was

a "community" in spite of its unincorporated status. lack of a local government and absence from

the Census, Goochland received the allotment as the larger community.

4. Concerned that this decision would leave Powhatan without a local aural

transmission service, Mainquad leaped into the breach. Petitioner also proposed drop-in of an

additional Class A facility at Enfield, North Carolina. Petitioner pledged to apply for and build

this facility. It further observed that the proposed Powhatan facility would deliver city-grade

service to less than 3% of the Richmond Urbanized Area.

II. Argument

5. In Modification ofFM and TV Authorizations, 4 FCC Rcd 4870 (1989), recon.

denied, 5 FCC Rcd 7094 (1990), the Commission adopted Section 1.420(i) of the rules over

strenuous objections from the National Association of Broadcasters and others. They warned

that the rule would break down the most effective barrier to "clustering of stations in major

3



metropolitan areas." 4 FCC Rcd at 4873. This would, they argued, undermine the core objective

of Section 307(b) of the Communications Act. In his dissent to the Commission's initial

decision, Commissioner QueUo warned that the new rule would trigger "gradual movement from

communities with limited populations and low incomes to larger, more economically

advantageous communities." At 4877.

6. Ruling on requests for reconsideration of Section 1.420(i), the Commission

assured petitioners that it did

not intend to apply the first local service preference ... blindly. We recognize that an
inflexible application of the preference, without further analysis, could consistently result
in our finding that a reallotment leading to a first local service for a suburb of a much
larger adjacent metropolitan center justifies removing a local service from a more remote
community. We wish to dispel any concern that our new rule would lead to such a
result." (5 FCC Rcd at 7096.)

7. Adoption of Mainquad's Counterproposal would constitute a prime example of

Commissioner Quello's prescience and, in spite of the Commission's assurances, the failure of

existing protective mechanisms to prevent artificial manipulation of the first local service

preference to circumvent Section 307(b). Mainquad has carefully bided its time by delaying

construction of the only full-time service in a rural community, plainly planning from the outset

to move the FM channel at issue to the larger Richmond market. Then, rather than reveal its

intent in the petition for rulemaking which would have permitted counterproposals and/or

objections aimed at preserving the outlet in a rural community, Petitioner has sought to

4



accomplish its objective in stages. It has leapfrogged from Warrenton to equally rural and

remote LaCrosse to Powhatan. The only conceivable motivation for this "rabbit in the hat"

strategy was the preemption of counterproposals not seeking a move into a larger urban market. 3

8. Even now, Petitioner is not showing all of its cards. It urges that, from the

reference point chosen in the rulemaking, it will cover only 3% ofthe Richmond Urbanized

Area. But, the attached Engineering Statement prepared by Neil Smith, STI's consultant,

demonstrates that, should the Commission adopt the Powhatan community switch, Mainquad

will undoubtedly apply to move its transmitter site ten miles east toward Richmond well inside

the Urbanized Area. By means of this move and directionalization of its antenna to remedy a

short-spacing, WXNC will blanket Richmond and the Urbanized Area with its signal. The

station's primary service contour would cover 74 percent of Richmond's population and 70

percent of the Urbanized Area's residents. Yet, as Mainquad well knows, no evaluation of

Petitioner's intent will be made in the processing of its Form 301 application seeking consent to

the move after the rulemaking. Thus, here again, by carefully manipulating the Commission's

processes, without revealing its ultimate intent, Mainquad will accomplish its goal.

9. While Mainquad's ingenuity is impressive, its goal is transparent. There can be

no doubt, as a matter of common sense and economic reality, that it will move as close as

possible to Richmond, thereby multiplying the value of WXNC by a multiple of five to ten. As

described in the Powhatan and Goochland decision, and in the attached declaration of Benjamin

Miles (see Exhibit 2), Powhatan does not effectively exist as an independent community.

3 No counterproposals are permitted by the Commission's rules here since the Powhatan
allotment was not disclosed until the comment stage of the rulemaking. See Section 1.420(d).
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Whatever its "community" status vis-a-vis Goochland or other comparable hamlets, this

crossroads is not a community independent of nearby Richmond, the nation's 56th radio market.

Powhatan is a bedroom suburb/exurb of the state capital, whose size and population dwarf

Powhatan. Richmond's Urbanized Area population is 589,198 persons and according to the latest

edition of Broadcasting Yearbook, some 31 stations compete in the market.4

10. Having diligently plotted its removal from Warrenton, the failure of Mainquad to

relocate WXNC to exploit this opportunity to compete in a top-l 00 market would constitute

gross negligence. It simply must happen. It cannot be seriously maintained therefore that this

permissible transmitter site move will not be made, and the Commission should make its analysis

accordingly.

11. The Commission's review should also take into account the flimsiness of the

demographic data relied on in the Powhatan and Goochland decision. As materials obtained by

Mr. Miles illustrate, the list of institutions "specifically established for Powhatan" (at 3192) are,

for the most part, county-based institutions which identify not with the unincorporated place of

Powhatan, but rather the county of which it is a part. This evidence of community status does

not rise to the level of the threshold showing required to demonstrate that Powhatan is not only a

4 See Bon Air. Chester. Mechanicsville. Ruckersville. Williamsburg and Fort Lee.
Virginia, 7 FCC Rcd 6309 (1992), wherein the Commission held that Fort Lee was a
"community" for allocation purposes, but nevertheless refused to treat an FM allotment there as a
first local service, but rather as a twentieth transmission service to nearby Richmond.
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III. Conclusion

14. The Commission, like any administrative agency, must proceed by defined rules

and policies lest there be no certainty for its regulatee. On the other hand, where manipulation of

307(b) policies and procedural processes by a permittee results in a situation where compliance

with fixed standards like the 50% coverage of Urbanized Area guideline would dictate an

anomalous result, the Commission should apply real-world considerations and common sense to

reject such gamesmanship. Here, Mainquad's protestations notwithstanding, Petitioner set out in

1997 to orchestrate a staged move to Richmond that would not trigger intensive analysis by the

Commission and would preclude objections by interested parties until it was too late effectively

to object. The reward for this tactic should not be a Richmond-market station, but instead

insistence on construction of the Warrenton, North Carolina station Mainquad has promised to

build. That is the minimum Section 307(b) and 1.420(i) demand.

Respectfully submitted,

Date: March 23, 1998 SINCLAIR TELECABLE, INC.

By: JdA:LJ~
Howard M. Weiss

Fletcher Heald & Hildreth, P.L.C.
1300 N. 17th Street, 11th Floor
Arlington, Virginia 22209-3801

Its Attorneys
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Mainquad's answer to these fundamental questions is to sweep them under the rug

"community," but also a community independent of the nearby Richmond market. See Bon Air,

Chester. Mechanicsville, supra; Bay City. Brenham. Cameron. Texas, 8 FCC Rcd 1552 (1993),

recon. denied, 9 FCC Rcd 130 (1994); Eatonton and Sandy Springs. Georgia, 6 FCC Rcd 6580

(1991).

12.

until the scrutiny of the rulemaking evaluation is past. Thus, Petitioner submits that nofurther

analysis of its Counterproposal under Faye and Richard Tuck, 3 FCC Rcd 5374 (1988), is

warranted because its hypothetical rulemaking facility at Powhatan will only penetrate a small

portion of the Richmond Urbanized Area. See also Headland, Alabama and Chattahoochee,

Florida, 10 FCC Rcd 10352 (1995). But, as pointed out above, such a truncated approach will

result in failing to see the forest for the trees. Mainquad's Counterproposal cannot be separated

from its final integral stage, the transmitter site move into the heart of the Richmond Urbanized

Area.

13. Likewise, while Mainquad's Counterproposal asserts that its second-stage move

to Powhatan will result in no white or gray loss area (at 7-8), its Technical Statement provides no

detailed analysis to buttress this conclusion. Even if accurate, the question remains whether there

is any underserved loss area created by WXNC's interstate move. While the station is not on the

air, that is of course a function of Petitioner's inaction, not a coincidental circumstance. And that

inaction has served Petitioner's goal of relocation to Richmond so well that it ought not be now

permitted to support its case that the proposed reallotment is in the public interest because

Warrenton's residents have lost nothing.

7
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MainQuad, Inc.
WXNC(FM)
Warrenton, NC
FCC Form 307
Response to Items 6, 7, 8

Exhibit 2

Report re Status of Construction

MainQuad, Inc. ("MainQuad") became the permittee of WXNC(FM) on
January 10, 1997, when the assignment of the construction permit from Johnny
Draper to MainQuad was consummated. MainQuad thereupon took steps to
ensure the prompt construction of the station.

MainQuad is now in receipt of an operations board, tape equipment,
compact disc player, four automated disc players and digital studio equipment
With respect to the transmitter site, the transmitter has been ordered and is being
held pending instructions as to the transmitter site that will be used.

Construction of the transmitter site has been stymied because of the
inability of the permittee to enter into a lease with the owner of the transmitter
site. This has led to a situation where the permittee has been forced to locate an
alternative transmitter site. Such an alternative transmitter site has now been
located and the permittee entered into an option agreement for the use of the site
on November 24, 1997. The change in transmitter site has necessitated the
preparation of a facilities modification application. That facilities modification
application is being filed simultaneously herewith.

While it was attempting to ensure prompt construction of the Warrenton
facility, MainQuad also took steps to determine whether the facility could be
positioned to better serve Section 307 of the Act Toward that end, it hired a
consulting engineer to perform a study of the allocation. That study led to the
filing, on May 15, 1997 (i.e., less than five months atter MainQuad became the
permittee), of a petition for rulemaking seeking to have the station's community
of license changed from Warrenton, NC to La Crosse, VA. That petition led to
the release of a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on November 7, 1997.1

Comments are due in that rulemaking on December 29, 1997. The permittee will
be timely filing comments in the rulemaking.

1 Warrenton, North Carolina and La Crosse, Virginia, MM Docket No. 97-229 (Adopted:
October 29,1997; Released: November 7,1997).
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Grant of the instant application and concurrently-filed modification
application would permit the Warrenton facility to become operational as
quickly as possible in the event that the Commission does not adopt the
rulemaking. In that regard, the Commission has tentatively found in the
rulemaking that the proposal to reallocate the Warrenton facility to La Crosse,
Virginia would better serve the public interest, especially inasmuch as the
Warrenton facility has not yet been constructed. The Commission preViously
has found that the time elapsed while awaiting Commission action on a
rulemaking proceeding is a type of delay that is beyond the control of the
applicant and thus constitutes good cause for an extension of a construction
permit See Contemporary Media, Inc., 10 FCC Red. 13685, 13689 (1995).

The applicant will promptly construct the requested facility upon grant of
the construction permit and conclusion of the rulemaking.



SMITH AND FiSHER

ENGINEERING STATEMENT

The engineering data contained herein have been prepared on behalf of

SINCLAIR TELECABLE, INC., in support of its Reply Comments in MM Docket

No. 97-229. In this proceeding, MainQuad, Inc., licensee ofWXNC, Channel 297C2,

Warrenton, North Carolina, first proposes that WXNC be relicensed to the community of

La Crosse, Virginia. Then, in its comments petitioner offered a counterproposal in which

WXNC would be relicensed as a Class A station to Powhatan, Virginia, and another Class A

allotment on Channel 297 would be made to Enfield, North Carolina.

The petitioner specifies a site some 10 kilometers southeast of Powhatan as

an allocation site for the proposed operation of WNXC. However, if WNXC is permitted to

change its community of license to Powhatan, WXNC could select a transmitter site a sub­

stantial distance to the east of Powhatan, from which it could serve a considerable portion of

Richmond city and the Richmond Urbanized Area.

Attached as Figure 1 is a map on which the assumed site for WXNC is plotted.

Also shown are the 70 db).! contour that would obtain for a fUll-facility Class A station at this

site and a portion of the resulting 60 dbfJ. contour. Because this assumed site does not meet

the required spacing to co-channel WRQX, Washington, D.C., we have assumed the use of

a directional antenna, which would reduce radiation northward toward WRQX in order to

WASHINGTON. D.C.



SMITH AND FiSHER

comply with the terms of §73.215 of the Rules. As indicated, 70 dbJ..l service would be

provided over Powhatan, as is required.

Figure 2 shows portions of the two contours transferred to the map of the

Richmond Urbanized Area from the 1990 US Census. The assumed WXNC 70 dbJ..l contour

would include 8,122 persons in the city of Richmond, 4 percent of its total population, and

67,818 persons in the Richmond Urbanized Area, 11 percent of the total. Moreover, the

assumed 60 dbJ..l contour would cover 150,720 persons in Richmond, 74 percent of the total,

and 410,435 persons in the Urbanized Area, 70 percent of the total.

Whether or not a "Tuck" analysis is required is a function of 70 dbJ..l coverage.

However, such a standard seems inappropriate in the case of a Class A station "move-in",

because only where an Urbanized Area is small - and where the Class A station is ideally

located - can such a station serve a majority of an Urbanized Area. When dealing with a

Class A station, use of the 60 dbJ..l contour would appear more suitable and predictive of

market coverage.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing statements and the attached

exhibits, which were prepared by me or under my immediate supervision, are true and

correct to the best of my knowledge and belieft ___
NEIL M. SMITH

March 23, 1998

WASHINGTON. D.C.



RICHMOND, VA.; MD.

PREDICTED SERVICE CONTOURS

ASSUMED WXNC(FM)
CHANNEL 297A - POWHATAN, VIRGINIA

SMITH AND FISHER
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EXHIBIT 2

Declaration of Benjamin Miles

I am Vice-President of Sinclair Telecable, Inc., and General Manager of Station

WCDX(FM), Mechanicsville, Virginia, located in the Richmond radio market. I hereby declare

under penalty of perjury as follows:

1. As a long-time resident of the Richmond area, I am aware of Powhatan County as

a bedroom suburb/exurb, the majority of whose residents commute to work and recreate in nearly

Richmond, twenty miles distant.

2. On March 23, 1998, I visited Powhatan County, spoke to residents, and obtained a

copy of the attached materials. As those materials indicate, there seems to be little, if any,

identification of Powhatan as a separate community rather than a county. For example, both its

Chamber of Commerce and schools are county, rather than municipal, institutions.

Date: _

Benjamin Miles
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INTRODUCTION

P-oI\11 W. Cella. President
Powhatan t."hamber of Commerce

T
he officers. directors. and member.; ur the Powhatan
Chamber uf Commet\.'C an! plellKd to bring you the
1998-99 Membership Direcmry and Consumer Guide.

This dil'eCt\1(}' is one of the: most impottant ways we hav-= 10

infonn prospective new busines.'Ic!i, resident&. lind visitor.l or the
lYIlUly servicell. produeu. And benefits available in Powhatan
County.

Powhatan Cuunty is 10Cil1ed in eenrrat Virginia - :!O miles
WllIt of Richmond. the Conunonwealth's l;;apital city: 133 miles
!iOUlh of Wa.'lhington. D.C.: 130 miles northwest of Norfolk.
HOImplOl1 Rollds, ;md the Virainia Beach area: and apprultimately
130 mile:s casl of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Thill l:elllnaJ locll[iun
lIJ10ws ea.'ly i1CCCli5 10 the major- industriaJ. linilnl;i~d. cultural. med­
ical. i1rId ~rcatioDal CCI'\Il:n or !he mid-Atlantic states. Powhatan
mllintains. however. a distinctly !\Iml atmo5phe~ with excellent
public ilPcJ private school systems.

Powhatan County is rich in hisl(Jry and has an active Historical
Society. Gatden Club. and many ulber natiOllally known ci\lic:
~anitaliunli. Powhamn County wa.'l formed in 17TI. ;and its
.:ounhouse wl1.'1 built in 1848. 'The Cowty Wall IWtlI:d after Chief
Powhamn. father of the rndilll1 PriDlOess Pocahuntas.

This directory prov1dc5 an excellent slllrting poilll 10 help
prospective husil1Cl>liCS and residenl$lc:am more about uur County.
I tnlSt thaI yuu will enjoy Ihc dim:tory and lhlll you will lind il

helpful.

Telephone 598·3 J68
Emergencies 344-2121

PleQ,'ft Call For An Appointment

HOSPITAL HOURS
Monday. Friday 7:30 AM lO 6:00 PM

Saturday 8:00 AM to 12:00 Noon

O'Neil
Electrical Service, Inc. _.

"Your Nt:ighborhood Ekctrical Contrw:to,."

2540 Anderson Hwy • Powhatan VA 23139

Small Animal Medicine & Surgery

Dr. Stephan R. Larrick
Dr. SUs.:ID A. Sturey

LUCRETIA A. CARRICO
Hayes'" Carrico. P.C.

Attorneys at Law

CODUDerdal • Residential
.. New ConSlnIction

.. Rc-wiring

.. Services Upgraded

.. Electrical Heat .Installed

.. Electticallnspections

(804) 598-3268
Digital Pager J46-64.96

Fax (804) 598~1470
Steve O'Neil- P~sident

3891 Old Buckingham Road
POit Office Bolt 67
f'owhatan. Vi~inill 23139

Telephone: (804) 598·3568
Tdt:copier: (804) S98-70S!l
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THE POWHATAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

T
he P('IWh:llan Chumber of Commerce Membersbip
Dim:lury and Consumer Guide is one of many benefit'l
offered to the Chambu's members and !he Powhatan

community. This publication is designed to pro.,ide an overview
of the unique fe3N~s and attIlICtions of our beautiful community,
as well as information to those who are new to Powhalall.

A Don·profit community betterment and mUtual-benefil
business organization. die C!ulmber continually Stri.,ClI tl) lIUpps.lft

and "nbance the qUality of life for out citizens by promoling
economic development and maintaining our friendly tUtal 3nnOll­
phon:. We are proud of our community and committed 10 being
responsive to die need.~ of ilS busine.c;.~l1 and residenL'l.

~ .:f: ~t:/'}-VL-
Kalhlt:e:n F. 8udncr. ~c:c."Utive Directur
PowhlltlD Chamber of Commerce:

About the Chamber
Located in the Richardson·Harris-Boatwright Insurance

Building, 3829 Old Buckingham Road., the Powhatan Chamber ()f
Cl)mtm:n.:c: is the: l~t bUtiillCS$ suppun l)tJllniza!ion ill the arcJI.

Now in iL'l 10th year. !he Chamber HSls over 140 members and
is ,elf-sustaining, providing ilS services with no governmental
support.

Our MasiD" SIIl/IIlMnt
The Pownamn Chamber of Coltlrnen:e is <ltl a$$Ociiltion of

bu.~ine.~~. profC!lllional. and civil: millded membef!i whu promolC:
the free enteTprise sY!llem. CCOROlflic growth.. and the prosperilY of
Powlwan County.

Doill, S"si"lIss ill POwluUiut - B"l P&wltMtJlnllllliIJ Powha/cll
Our goals include a campaign dClligned 10 keep sale:; 1111(

dollars at hame. Sbopping loally benetlts !he municipality in
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whid'l YlJu live. If you are new to the commuftity Or II liCUOned
Powhatan residMt, keep in mind thlll you tllJl fmd almost every­

thing you need right here in your COUDty.

WII, Joi,. I"~ C1ulltlMr?
Full-lime tepre!lentation and year-mund n:!iull$ om rcwwds of

bc:/onging to tltc: Powhatan Chamber of Commerce. Busineue5
sumelimes fail IU m:ognize lhe: flK."l that their local Chamber is
al$(J their :iillcsmlln iV1d adv~lll.C. The Chamber uncellsingly
promotes local products and services while at the same time
prol«ting bu5iDCS5 inte:m1li. A single voice: till go unhellI'd. but
the collective voice of the Chamber is effel.'tive in helping to make
Powhatan I wUll~1 place \0 work "nd live.

For membership information. call 598·2636 or write to P.O.

Bol'o 643, Powhatllll, Vi~ni" 23139.

Wlurt DN, tu'ow#ttllan
Ch~rtil eo,....n:, Do lor Its MtllfIlH!rs?
• Offers ~ine$$ referrals
• Dil5Cminates tourist IIl1d l.vmmllnilY inf(Jnnation
• Repre5eots Chamber businases
• Acts as an advocate
• P'romQleS economic growth
• Fac.'ilitllCS bl,l)int$$ $enun.ars at monthly luncbcoas
• Publishes quam:rly newsletter
• PublisheR detailed County map which also in~ludc:s historit:ll

infonnlllion
• Se:rves. a.'l a liaison between business and community support

groups in Powbalan Counl.)'
• Provides an ell\lcnsi"e nelwork ot" profe$sionaJ and business con­

tacts for advice ;md support
• Publicizes products and sctVi~cs in SigflUl5 (l.IlIllrterly new~

h:tler). the Powtwan Chamber of Commerce County Map, and
the PowhlWl Chamber of Commerce Membellihip Directory
and Consumer Guide

• Speaks in the pl:accs of pOlitical intluence and make.'l SUfe the
Cbamber's voice is heard on ill1por1l111t is.<;1JCS

The Chamber providcs these: mllP)' sa'vic:es which help
sltCRcmen our business community and community ll:i ~ whole.

~7-
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- OVERVIEW OF
POWHATAN, VIRGINIA

IAcation &; ToJWlrtlPlly
Located in !he CcDual Piedmont physi\lgraphic province and

ju.'\l :m mila outJi<k tile srate capital of Richmond. Powhatan is
within 130 mill:S of me naliOll's capirlll, Washington. D.C., and
within 100 l1liles oftbe world's laIJest natural deep w"rer barbor.
the Port of Hampton Roads. The County bls 2n square miles
(174.080 acres) of gently rollin. land are. Ilnd four square miles
of water area. Elevllions range from ISO 10 4UO feet abuve !lea
l~v~1. The: entire lUC& lies in the Jlmes River Basin. l)rainllSC is
provided by lhe Appomattox 1UId. James liven.

History
The: firsl record of • white man being in the area now knUWI\ as

Powhatan CounlY wU in 1608. A band of alJPlU~imlllely120 men
led by Cbrislopher Newpun made an t:\ptdition up thl: IlImc!I
Rivu to Il point as far WC$l ;u; Maidens Aridgc_ 'they wcre forced
to (urn back beca\I5C Of hostile Mon.catl Indians whu QCcupted the
arr::a at the timc.

Betwccn the years of 1699-1705. somc 500 10 700 HUg\lcl'lltt
rc:fugeC$ tleein. from persecution in France sett1cd on lh~ James
Rivet near Manakin in the lhen-libandnned Monacan Indian
vill~. They soon ~red throughout the areH. building tine
homes. some slill sranding in Ihc County.

In May 1777. Ihr: Vqjnia General A5$embly cn:alcd [he

County of Pt,whaam out of land from the cAlIrem portion Ilf
Cumbel'land County between the Appomll1UlX and Jam~s rivetS.
In 1850. a small portion of ChcsteJ1'icld County '011\15 ano~xed.

~"tl;:aIing what today is the 272 squlU'\'l-mile County \Jf POWhatan,
In Vi"8inia. nine counties bear Indilll1 names. Only nne.

Powhabl.n. is named for an Indian chief. "King Powl\lltan:' fllthcr
of the famous Indian princess. Pocahontas. was ow: of the gn:atC:S1
and is. today, one of the best kttown of the Indian chiefs.

'The otliPtlaJ counhoU5C: wa.~ consttucled in 1778. and the area
was named l)cottvl1lc after General Ch.r1e:l Scott. a revoh,llil)nary
war hl:l'J). The~ of the County lOCIll WU changed 10 Powhatan
in 1836. The plflSCRt cowtbouse building WRS erected in 184&. ~nd
an additiOl\ and !'CDOvatiun was completed in 1992.

P\lwhatan·s herilaF is rich. Its hold un the treasured ITlCmories
of a life-long past is secure bcl;$llle ot" the CXC;c:tlet'1 records in the
~ourthousc. :IS w~ll as tbc interc:st of its c:iti~s in restoration IUld

pte5CIVation.

Climat~

A ~enc:rnlJy moderate climate pR:v&ib. Temperatures avc:nlgc:
57.7 de~ annually. January'!; :!verage temperature i$ 36.6
lltgrees. and July'!l is 77.8. Anoua! avcragr.: rainfall is .J4.07
incbes. iIIld l\IIIlual average snowfall i, 3.75 in<:hes. Prevailing
winds arc from the south.
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?tTIfI1MMn CIr_lHr 0/ Com",~rc~1IINIwl tJ/DinelOn 1991
Paul w. ern.. AUOmey .t La", President
3829 Old Buc:ltillBhanl Rd.• P.o. Bolt :!lS
PowlwIII, VA 2J139 . . . . .. .. . .. . 598.2043
o.~" Z. Br:uI1ey. V'ICI/ President
Ccnlnl Virp.ill 81111£
2501 AJlckI1lOll Hwy.• Powtmao. VA 2313" 598-4216
W. RuMelI ~Uiln"ly Jr.. 1ftau;un:r
MC<irllW-Murgan. Inc.
2434 New Dnncl Cir.• PowIJaraIl. VA 2J 139 598.2565
AnnM.8oMer
Days lnll-t.1Iestrrf1llld TuW1IC ColRler
1301 Hugucll(lt Rd.. Midluthian. VA 23113 794-4999
Judith Laomy Daniel
Dun~rs HClIling and Refricoltaliocl COrp.
l3olOAndenunHwy.. Powhatan. VA 23139 598-1SJO
La",Danilll
Co~AcI'l5 Family Campsmund
2177 Ridtll Rd.. PowhalJln. VA 23139•.................... $98-2410
Jo'ranldin D. Harrl.
Soulhsido: I!Icdric; ClJOI*'lItiVl:
PO. Box 7. Crewe. "A .:!J930 , ..................•.. (IICKI) 552-2118
Jerry Latltrop
Caio's P1lIce Re5lalll':lnl .. Lnllngc
2600AndezJun Uwy..1'Qwharan. VA2:H39 , 598-4914
am l\telraa
fill JloI;k Supcrmvla:t. 1m;.
25 \I AlIlIcnon "wy.• Powhabln. VA 23139 , 598.4383
KadIJcal BadDer, ~tift Dim:totlS«recary
Rie!lardson-Harris-Bulllwrigl'll '~UflIIICC 8ldg.
3829 OW Buc:kingham R.d••
p.o. Bolt b43. Powhatan. VA 23139 , 598-2636
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POWHATAN CA8lEV1S10N
2277 "CAOE;M'I ROAD

P.O. BOX R5
POWHATAN, VA 23139

104-591-2900
MONDAY·FRIDAY 9:004:30
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NdfUral Resourns
The COUdly hus 127.162 acres of lind thaI are classified as

c:ommen:illl fore"t. Primary species of trees ure natural pine.
upland hardwows. and bottomland hardwoods. Wall:r is plentiful.
with the James River ilnd its tribulary. the Appomattox River.
nowing through the Courlty. Powhalan i~ llnderlain by igneous.
metlmOlphic. and sedimentary rock.~, with commerri.l quatilies
of monazite. graphite. and llSbesto.~.

Agriculture
Powhatan County has 195 farms. The averlge acreage per farm

is :!:! I. Prim:ipal crops inelude com. soybc:an~. smull gains. hay.
and tobacco. PriTlllU')' Iive!llock include.tt dllilY and !)eel" cows.
poultry. IUld horses. nll~ lUIal market value ofagricultural prodUCl~
in ICW2 was $1.9 million.

Gnemlllent
Powhatao is governed by I five·member board of SUperll;SOrs.

TbOlle SU)lCrvisors ate:

Robert R. ClIIIby. Chairman. DIstrict 3
3277 :Maide~ Rd 598-2088 (W) or 598-3864 (Ii)

Roy.J. HanisoD Jr.. Vil.'e Chairman. District I
:!761 Judes Ferry Rd. . 794-6092 lW) or 794.9432 (H)
Edmund C. Burruss. SupervllSOr. District 4
P.O. Bolt 28... . 598·7697 (W) or 598-3724 (H)

Marpret HllIrris.Manning, Supenisor, District 5
466:! Bell Rd. . " 598-3478
P.uJene N. McWat.cn. Supcnisor. DIstrict 2
2068 limine Rei....... .. ". 794-1607

Daily oper.ltiolls of the County liI"C overseen by County
Administrator Stephen F. Owen. C;all S98·5611.

Police prulcction is provided by a sheriff and 14 deputy
sheriffs. Five: st:ate polict officers are assigned to me area. AlSO­
member volunteer rm: depann1eIU provides tire lighting capa­
hilities. The County bas adopted 3. compn:hensive plan llllU

subdivi.~iun Qrdinances.

-10-
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Taxes :Ire evaluated e:ll:h yellC along widJ. the Cl)Uoty's bUdget
and are Oldjlllited as needed.

Population '* Employment
Approxinwcly :!O.OOO people live in Powhatan.. The projected

population for the year :WOO i~ 21.700. The COllnty'~ economy is
cenlere(\ around manufacturing. mintral cluraclion. Ipmbcr. and
banking. Taltable retail sales fur 1994 were $41.033.734. The
civilian labor rom: totals 1l.1l77 with an uncmploynlent r...tc: uf
:!.ll% (April. (995).

Housing
Powhalon uffers a wide variety of housing choices. Alfordllbly

priced hw!ll:S~ available. as well 115 homes valued at S500.000
and above. Available also are Revulutionary War-period hl)mcs
md modem houses with the Illll:Sl IImenities. The predominllnl lot
~i:l'.e is from two to I() acreli.

Col1UtUlniJy Ftu!ilities
Rec:reatioD

two I!I-hole golf c:ourses are wilhi n lhe County. The Powhatlln
Youth Athletic AsliOCi.tion. the Powhlallin Recreation AdvislIl')'
Committee. and thl: Powhatan Soccer ASliIlI:iarion provide recre·
ationa! acnvitie." fOf people of a!1 ages. The C"unly owns several
baseball. softball. anc.! succcr fields. Playgt'l)pnds 3.Dd 3.lhl~tic

field5 are located ill three public ~chools.

The Midlothiun Family YMCA proVides iI Before and AneT
School Ptognun scntin& students in grades kindergarten Ihn1ugh
five fronl Powhatan Elementary. P()I:ahuntas Elemenw)'. and
Pocahom:a.~ Middle schools. This !Ier\Iice i~ provided al Powhatan
and Poc:lhonU15 Elementary school!; Mond-ay through rrid3Y 7:00
a.m. until the slUrt of school and fraln diJkrtisSlll until 6:30 p.rn.
The YMC..\ al~o provida Camp Saponi whic:h scrvcs children
ages 4 3/410 12 ;)l1d has a Counselor in Trainiog Progr.un tor teens
ages 13 to 15. Fur more infonnation on lh~1: md olher YMCA
programs. call 379-5668.

All swinuning pooll: in the County are privlIlely owned 3.Dd
opeT'.lll:d. For membership information. call CaLY .'\cres Family

-11-
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IMPORTANT
PHONE NUMBERS

Admini'&fIII~r..... . . 598-5611
Agricultural Agent..... .. .. '" .. 391S-564U
Animal Coarrol Cc:n1Cr .. .. . 598·5672
Building lnspc:diUll &. Building Pennits 598-5622
Comm~innet of Ihe ReveDllC.... . .. 5911-5616
Cummunil)' Services. . .. .... .... .. 598·5600

CapiIa1An:a
Ap:ncy on AKing 556-48151343-3OOOfC8(0) 447-66R6

&:unomic Development.. . . . . 51J8·j60S
Ex.leDSion Service: . ....... ...... ... .. .. .... .. ... . .. .. 598-5640
Filinily It. Con~wner Sciem:C5 Agl:lll. . .. . 598-5640
fann Service Agency 556-4391/(800) 528-3216
FOf1l5tty....... .. . 51J1I n8
Game cllnland ~isheries DelJlll1rncnl 598-3706
GOOChlancl-Powbatan CUR'Imllnll}' Services. ... .. ... 598-2200
Health Oc:pIII1Jnl:I1l... . .. . 51JH-S680
Highway Dtpattment . . . .. (8oo) 344-0037
Monacan Soil & Walc:r ClIIl.~rva1ion District ... . . 556493&
Planning &: COOlmunilY Development 598·5623
PowhaWl County F:um Bun:OIl 598-3081/598-2140
Powhatan-Gooc:l1lw1d

CommunilY Action Agency. . . . 598.33511S98-7:!32
Puwhatall Public Libl1lIY . .. 598-5670
Registrar ' -. . ... ... .... .... .. .. . 5lJ8-S604
Rescue Squad Dispatcher... ... .. .. .. .. . .. .. . 598·5656
Social ScrvicC$ .. ... ... . . 598-5630
TI1I$h DisposaVI'ransfer Slatinn 598-5673
TteasuRr .. .. .. .. 59B-562615lJ8·j628
Yillini. Depamnent ofTI1In."p'lnation-

PowlWan Arca Hl:adquarters 674-28OO1(KOO) 347.(J()37
Voler Regiwation .. ........ . 598-5604·
Youdl St!rv1ces Offir.:e:. .. . .. 591M699
Infonnation. . .. 598-5600

CU1'fC':lions Facilities
Beaumont Juvenile;: Clltl'eClional Ccnter 556·3316
Deep Me¥dow... . . 598-5503
PowhlllAn correctional Center. . _. 591-4151
Powhatan R.c:ccption &. Classification Center j98.~2.51

500.000epl

SHOWlNG

54.lXllIgpd

kES (804) 598-7533
BI\JUoI (804) 598-2090

FAX (804)598-3588

8.900 gpcl

Aye. DaDy Use Mal. Dally Use
·U.700 ~pd 62.5~O:nxJ

Wells

Wells

QJlllCitJ "'ft. Daily U$ll! Treatmeal
100.000 AX! 26.000 gpd Secondary

Soun:e
Wells

•LESSONS

BOARDING

BRF.F.DINr.

RON &. SHAKOI'I NI(:HOLS

1507 DOItS£:T ROAD

l'fJwKKrAN. VA 23139

T~

All major lIClWorks. one independem station. and PBS are
received from the Richnwnd area. Cable televi,ion is supplied by
Powh~UIl Cablevisinll. [nco Satellite televilliQn ill pro\'i~ by
Comcast Satellite·Primestar. lind Southside Communicationll
Coopc:r.uive. II subsidiury of Southsick Elecnic Cooperative.

Utilims
Electricity

Supplied by Virpnill Power md distributed by Virginia Power
and Southside Elccnic Coopc:ralive.

Sewerage
Aftll
C~rtbQ_

OAKLEIGH ARABIAN FARM

SuppOer
Powha,all

County
The Cwnly j!j cu~nl!y upgrading the sylltemlO provide ;lddi­

bOl1:lJ ~ervit"es 10 the are::!.
SOlid Waste Disposal

A Il'lU1lifcr ~1ation serve:; lhe: c\'Ilire C~1UT\ty al\d accept.'l bouse­
hold debris and conslIUction dc:brili lila chllfl,"C:. Recycling se.-vice.\
are provided.

Water
A.... Supplier
C,)U('lhQuse Sydnor

Hydrodynamics
Mill QuiIItcC Sydnur

ffydmdynamics
LlIke Shawnee SydnUl'

Hydrodynamics
Andcoun Potll""':lI\ Chesterfield
Hil,!hW"olJllR\.lIOl Cuoal)' COUlli}'

-14- -15-
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AREA CHURCHESCOIIItS &: Judicial System
Circuit Court Clerk . .. .. .. 598·5660
CommonwclIllh's Attorney 598·5668
Coun xrvit:r: Unit . .. . 598·5666
~ral Di5l(ict Cl>un Ckrk 598.566S
J~vl:nile & Oornl:5tit Relalioll5 Clerk 598·5665
F~yNumbmi

Ambulance '" RI!~uelFifl:lPolil;r:lShcriff 911
Fire Ml1'Iinisrratilm... . 598-5646

Deep Creek VFD Cllntpal1Y 5 .' . . 598-4519
Fine Creek VFD Comp-ny 4 .. 794-4742
HUl;uetlOl VFD Company 2 . 794-3575
MiICOtI VFD Company J 4924810
PowhaI.al1 VFO Company I 5984389

MenULI Hc:allhlMl:1Ital RetardalionlSubsr.ancc Abuse: Services
Emc:tF11c;y Service:s , " .. 598-2697
GcJoc:hJandIPowbatm Community Services Board. " .. 598·2200
Menta! Hea1tb·Counseling 598·2200
Menta! Rerardation Services.case Management 598·2200
Mental Retlrdation Services-Monacan Services 598·2200
Parenrllnfant Educ:llion Program..... ... . 598·220lJ
~entive Programs 556-5400
SubRanc:e Abuse·Counseling 598-2200
Virginia HOU5C... .SS6-S460

Non-Emcrgc:ncic:s 598-56S5/492-4911
Pulice: " ... ... . 598-5656
Rcsc;uc S4juau1 Bui\ding. . .. . . . .. .. .. 598-2911
Sheriff... . ... ... . . .........598-56521598-5(05
Wcslem Powhatan... . .. . . . . . . 1-492-4911

PclSt Offit'1:l)
Midlulhian 231 12/211 13 794-51T7
MOfle~Y :n 120 " 639-5457
Powlwaa 23139 591-3145

Powhatan Chamber of Commerce 598·2636
Schoo18oard 598·57001794-4913
Schools (Privm:l

Blessed Sacrament High School at Belmead 598-4729
Huguenot Academy 598·"111

Schools (PubJic)
POCahoUbIS Elcnu:ntaIy School 598-5717
Powhaan EIeme:ntlU')' School 598-5730
Pncahonta!\ Middle Sl.:huol.. .. .. . .. . .598-5720
Pl>W1uwad High SchooL. .. . . .. . .. 598-5710
PowtwaD High SChOOII

Vocational &: Technical Center 598-5714
Sheriff-Powhatan

Crime: SOlvc:r5 598·2443
Dispatcher 598·5656
Emcrgcnc:ies . .. . ... . .. .. .. .. . ... .. .. .. . 911
~Y Scrvic:C$ CUOfdinalUr ,.... .598-S646
Ptli$tll1 CerIlU.. .. . . 786-9123
Pollutionrr\llI.i~ CbemicallOil Spin5 (800) 424-8802

SWi: Police
Division I-Area 6 Offic;.:IPowhlltQl't. . . .379-8645
Division l-ComlTlunicilUOOS ..... ..... ... .. .. (800) 552-9965
M2in He:Wqu~. .. 674-2000

Utilities
&11 .-\t1anti.c-Virgjnia.lnc 284·2038
5UUlhsidc Elc:ttric

Coopcrati~ 598-TI48I(800) 992-7697/(800) 551·2118
Sydnor H.ydrodynamics fi43-2nS
Virginia PUWI:r .. . . . (~88) 667-]000

BeCht! a....CN~
/100 ffulucnot Sprinp Rd
Midlalhian. VA 23113
194-1590079-2650
BedIeJ Saptia Chun:h­
Pilkinlt- a-t
639 PilkinclOD Rd.
l'owhataa. VA 23139
8etIIesdI CIIurdl of GGd
24&0 AcaderPy lld­
Powlla~n. VA. UIJ9
598-71S9
ChrilIt BillIe Way rellawllbip
2840 Hupmot Tn.
Powbatu. VA 23139
S9\J-311521144-4439
Em_Mud [piKupai ChIh'Ch
2390 Emauurlllll Chwcb Rd.
Powhalan. VA 23139
598·2946
EnPna1lS QIri5Iim Churda
1801 Hllprnot Tn.
Powhatan. VA !J139
371-3601
Faith 'l'1li: WIll Baptist Cburch
Geniw Rd.
PQwbalan. VA. 23 1J9
S98-2~31

Ftllowtllip ...... Cla...-rb
2901 Julies Feny IW.
P1)whalall. VA. n 139
7')4..K939
Fi-= Crftk Bapdlt Clt"reh
3298 Milidea Rod.
Powh;dilll. VA 23139
S98-l595
First AD1tocIl Bapetsl (."buM
3920 Maiclells Rd.
f'Qwll:llan. VA :!J 139

323·3:w6

Firsl"""
Cblll1!b vi row_tan
2109 ,\ndenon Hwy.
Powhawl. VA. 23139
794-7054
~Il G.,a Ckurdl
1415 Old Buetillchlln Rd.
Pnwhar8n. VA. 2] 1JI,I
Genita PwabykrillR Chun:h
~IO OcmID Rd.
Powhalan. VA ~3139

593-2086
G.-.:d88d Bapd5t Chun:h sac
'J7S Oonl:t IW.
P'vwhalil8. VA 13139

598·341
G.....brWr Baplbl Cburdl
47]1 Bell ltd.
Powh;JI:.n. VA. 13139
~9K-5491

~ildllel. lIaptist C"u~h
MiIIIlIkinlDWD Fmy kd.
Powl\al:ln. VA. 23139
194-50161
Hc*on', Clulpel
United MctkadiIil Chun:h
RI. 1.80119
Cwnbcrland. VA 23040
492..£366
Holly HiUI IIaptiR Churcb
1659 Andlll'lOd Hwy.
Powh-. VA !JI]9
319-8930
Hollywood~ Chun:h
311tw Old Buc:kiDglwm Rd.
Pu.tJalm. VA 23139

598-27611sw-m'2
HIlpl!DIIl Clwn:h
Powl1al.ln Village Bids·
Puwhiawt. VA 23139
5911-7391
Kille ur ICinet
Lutherall (."hun:h LCMq
!IS0 Aadcnon Hwy.
.Frisby·s Meecinl Room)
fnwharan. VA 2)139
598-1533
Kiftadam twlor
Jcbo"ab's WI.­
lnS Bw:kingham ~.

Puwhlllilll. VA 2313q
S98-75113
l-i~ lion Baplilt CInarch
5()9(l CiIIUlI'Sville Rd.
Pow!llrall. VA 23139

598-5618
MJlaaltinE~ l;hurcll
',IllS Hupl:llUt Tri.
Midlorhisn. VA 1311 J

794-6401
Ma, Memng
...... CIuudI
Rt. 13. r.o. BOlt 56
Pawt1:lWl. "A 23139
598-3098
ML Dd.....-, Bllptlsl ClMJreh
2020 RI:d I.sne Rd
Pnwhalan. VA n 139
l't1L Herman Baptisl Cbun:b
IInOO GcnilO Rd.
MuKly. VA 23120
7lU-21M9
!'t(LMonu
ISaptist Cburdl CARIIC
S~80 ~l. Moriiah Rd.• 8:111,vilk:
l'uwhilWL VA 23139
S911-S3Z11
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